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City of Boston and MBTA Coordinate Transportation Plans for Tall Ships Event 


The city of Boston _ activities drew the most spectators. ing the neighborhood by car were issued 
hosted the largest- 


ever gathering of 
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tall ships in the 
U.S. last month. Sail Boston 2000 began 
with the “Grand Parade of Sail” on July 
11 and ended with the departure of 
the vessels on July 16. The event, 
which attracted over seven mil- 
lion spectators to Boston’s 
waterfront, placed a consider- 
able burden on the region’s 
transportation system. In order 
to ensure that traffic moved 
smoothly, to prevent residential 
neighborhoods from being adversely 
affected, and to expand transit capac- 
ity, the city of Boston and the MBTA 
developed special traffic control plans 
and transit service for the days when 












area residents and employees of local 
businesses after 5:00 A.M. Residents leav- 


points of entry to the neighborhood were 
closed. The ban on nonresident vehicles 


did not apply to MBTA buses. 
The MBTA increased subway 


service during the Parade of 
Sail event and ran special 
shuttles to the prime water- 
/ front viewing areas. Shuttle 
y routes connected Sullivan 
Station with the Shae 


the Black Pilon Cruise Terminal, and 


JFK/UMass Station with Castle Island. 


USS Constitution during the “Grand Parade of Sail” 


Port of Boston Maintains Direct Transatlantic Container Cargo Service 


The Massachusetts Port Authority 
announced on July 17 that steamship line 
Maersk Sealand will provide a weekly 
direct-call ocean service from northern 
Europe to the Port of Boston. Maersk 
Sealand’s decision is the result of ongoing 
discussions between Massport and the 
ocean carrier that have been assisted by 
the Massachusetts congressional delega- 
tion. 


The creation of a port action coalition 
has brought together Massport, importers, 
exporters, union leaders, and political 
leaders who have been working to main- 
tain a direct transatlantic link to serve 
hundreds of businesses shipping goods to 
and from Boston. 





These efforts have been necessary in part 
because of the disbanding of the Vessel 


Sharing Agreement (VSA), a consortium 
of five ocean carriers, including Maersk 
Sealand, serving the route between the 
United States Atlantic and Gulf coasts 
and northern Europe. This service has 
included a call in the Port of Boston 
since 1987, but that call was set to end 
with the disbanding of the VSA. 


Due to unified efforts by the Port of 
Boston’s coalition, Maersk Sealand will 





continue direct service to the port, oper- 
ating its own weekly service between the 
U.S. and northern Europe. The Port of 
Boston will be the first port of call on the 
inbound leg from Europe. Maersk 
Sealand’s U.S.—northern Europe service 
will operate for the next four months, 
and be replaced in October by a service 
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“From frozen fish to footwear to 
fluorescent lightbulbs, the port is the 
center of commerce for the entire 
New England region.” 

Virginia Buckingham, Massport 
executive director and CEO 
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BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES 





ITEMS 


bias 


MPO SUB-SIGNATORY COMMITTEE MEETING ACTION 


The Boston MPO’s Sub-Signatory Committee met on July 20. It 


recommended MPO endorsement of a TIP amendment (see report on MPO meet- 


ing, below) and approved two Central Transportation Planning Staff work pro- 


erams: 


e Support Services to the Access Boston 2000-2010 Citywide Transportation Plan. This 


project includes model calibration and application, development of neighborhood 


profiles, preparation of a map and fact book, and provision of other, general plan- 


ning services to the city of Boston as it develops its citywide transportation plan. 


¢ Ridership Forecasts for the North Shore Corridor Major Investment Study (MIS). This 
study supports the MIS currently being conducted by the MBTA. It includes 
model development, travel forecasting, analysis of travel patterns, and geographic 


information system support. 


MPO MEETING ACTION ITEMS 


The Boston MPO met on July 25 to consider three items: 


e An amendment to the fiscal year 2000 element of the 2000—2005 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and Air Quality Conformity Determination. The 


amendment reduces federal and state highway funding in the Boston MPO region 
from $126 million to approximately $44 million. At the MPO meeting, the 
amendment was adjusted to include the purchase of the Watertown Branch right- 


of-way in Cambridge and Watertown, the reconstruction of Route 109 in Med- 


way and Millis, and minor changes to the MBTA Enhancement Program. The 
TIP amendment was endorsed by the MPO on a vote of 12 to 2. 


A memorandum of understanding (MOU) to define, develop, and monitor a bal- 


anced Statewide Road and Bridge Program. This MOU, the result of months of 
work by a task force comprising regional, state, and federal agencies, commits the 


state to spending $400 million annually on the program. It was unanimously 


approved by the MPO. 


An agreement between the MPO and the Metropolitan Area Planning Council 


(MAPC) that defines MAPC’s administrative responsibilities as the fiduciary 
agent for the MPO’s Central Transportation Planning Staff. The item was tabled 


on a motion made by MAPC. 


Boston MPO Certification Review Scheduled for 


September 


The Federal Highway Administration and 
Federal Transit Administration have 
scheduled a review of the Boston MPO’s 
planning process for September 19-21. 
The purpose of the review is to respond to 
federal legislation calling for an examina- 
tion of each MPO’s planning process at 
least once every three years to determine 
if it continues to meet the requirements 
for certification. Certification is necessary 
in order for an MPO region to be eligible 





to receive federal funds. 


The review will cover all aspects of the 
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planning process, from designation of 
MPO members to development of certifi- 





cation documents. The review team will 
meet with MPO members, agency staff, 
transit operators, local officials, and the 
chairmen of the Joint Regional Trans- 
portation Committee and the Access 
Advisory Committee. In addition, the 
public will have an opportunity to express 
its views on the transportation planning 
process at two evening public meetings to 
be announced in the next issue of 


TRANSREPORT. 


City Hosts Seventh Access 
Boston Study Workshop 


The city of Boston’s transportation 
department hosted its seventh public 
workshop for the Access Boston 
2000-2010 study on July 18 at the 
Boston Public Library at Copley Square. 
Facilitated by Curtis Davis, cochair of 
the mayor’s task force on transportation, 
the meeting focused on public transporta- 
tion. 


Dennis DiZoglio, director of planning for 
the MBTA, gave a presentation on the 
status of MBTA forward funding imple- 
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mentation, the MBTA’s proposed fare 
increase, and the MBTA’s commitment 
to purchase alternative-fuel vehicles. 
Public transportation issues will be revis- 
ited at the August workshop. See the cal- 


endar on page 4 for details. 


Bill Kuttner of the Central Transporta- 
tion Planning Staff discussed the travel 
modeling work which that agency is con- 
ducting as part of the study. 


The Boston Transportation Department 
began its Access Boston public work- 
shops in January. For more information 
(including notes from previous meet- 
ings), visit www.cityofboston.com/ 


accessbosto or call (617) 635-2075. 


Two-Wheel to Worcester 


National and local speakers, and atten- 
dees from across Massachusetts, will 
explore the full range of bicycle issues of 
importance in the state at a conference 
to be held in Worcester in September. 
Called “Bicycle Safety 2000: More than 
Just a Helmet,” the event will address 
bicycling from the vantage point of not 
only safety, but also education, aesthetics, 
design, traffic law enforcement, econom- 
ics, health, encouragement, and advo- 
cacy. There will be many opportunities 





for networking among the attendees, who 
will include elected officials, public works 
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MBTA Begins New Fiscal Year under Forward Funding 


On July 1 the MBTA 
began operating in 
accordance with the 
forward funding legis- 





lation passed by the 
Massachusetts legisla- 
ture last December. Under the new law, 
the MBTA receives a set budget at the 
onset of each fiscal year. 


One portion of the MBTA’s budget is 
funded from state sales tax revenues. One 
cent out of the five-cent sales tax is now 
dedicated to the MBTA. The amount of 
revenue from this source must be no less 
than $645 million, or the commonwealth 
will cover the difference. 


Another revenue source is assessments to 
municipalities within the MBTA district. 
As part of the legislation, the district was 
expanded from 78 municipalities to 175. 
For the current fiscal year (2001), the 
total amount of assessments from the 
expanded district is $144.5 million. The 
annual assessment total will decrease 
over the next five years, reaching $136.0 
million by fiscal year 2006. 


Under the new arrangement, the MBTA 


is allowed to issue its own bonds for the 
first time. The first bond issue, worth 
$600 million, was offered in late July. 


The legislation also expanded the MBTA 
board of directors from seven to nine 
members. The new board consists of the 
secretary of transportation and construc- 
tion, serving as chairperson, and eight 
members appointed by the governor. No 
more than five of the nine directors can 
be of the same political party. In addi- 
tion, four of the members must each have 
a background in one of the following 
areas: transportation, environmental pro- 
tection, administration and finance, and 
consumer protection. There must also be 
a director who is a member of a labor 
union. 


One result of the new legislation is that 
the MBTA is looking for ways to increase 
farebox revenue. The board is currently 
considering the comments received at 
recent public hearings on a proposed fare 
increase. If approved by the board, the 
proposed 25 percent increase will take 
effect on November 1. 


Transatlantic Service to Boston to Continue 
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calling the Far East, the U.S., and north- 
ern Europe. Over the next several 
months, Maersk Sealand will evaluate 
the support it receives from New England 
importers and exporters and decide 
whether to include the Port of Boston on 


the new service. 
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Containers awaiting offloading at Massport’s Conley Terminal 


“The Port of Boston’s coalition of busi- 
ness, union, and political leaders is show- 
ing the world that Massport is serious 
about maintaining a robust working 
port,” said Virginia Buckingham, execu- 
tive director and CEO of Massport. 
“From frozen fish to footwear to fluores- 
cent lightbulbs, the port is the center of 
commerce for the entire 
| New England region.” 


=| The Port of Boston cur- 
| rently handles over one 
million tons of con- 
tainerized cargo a year. 
It continues to be served 
by Mediterranean Ship- 
ping Company (MSC) 
,_ B with a weekly inbound 
|  — 1 call from northern 

Oe N Europe. MSC has been 

= calling on Boston for 15 
years. The Port of 


Zipcars Come to Boston 


A new way for people to meet their 
transportation needs has been introduced 
into the Boston area. Zipcar Inc. has 
begun to offer car sharing in Boston, 
Cambridge, and Somerville. Zipcar pro- 
vides members with short-term access to 
vehicles, generally for periods of less than 
24 hours. This program fills a transporta- 
tion gap between traditional daily car 
rentals and taxis, and acts as a comple- 
ment to the MBTA. Its availability 
makes it feasible for more people to 
choose not to own a car. 


Participation requires becoming a mem- 
ber in the Zipcar program. Members pro- 
vide a security deposit, pay an annual fee, 
and then pay an hourly fee when using a 
vehicle. The fees cover not only the cost 
of insuring and maintaining the vehicles 
but also gas. Currently the company is 
offering trial memberships. 


In Boston, Zipcar vehicles are located in 
the Back Bay, in the South End, on Bea- 
con Hill, and in the MGH area. In 


Somerville there are vehicles in Porter 





and Davis squares. In Cambridge, vehi- 
cles are located at Harvard, Central, and 
Kendall squares. 


The city of Cambridge has agreed to pro- 
vide reduced-rate parking spaces in 
municipal parking lots at the above loca- 
tions to facilitate the operation of the 
program in the city. The benefits of Zip- 
car to a municipality in which it operates 
include increased mobility for residents 
without increased automobile ownership, 
resulting in improvements in air quality, 
traffic flow, and livability. 


Car-sharing programs have been operat- 
ing in Portland, Oregon, in Seattle, 
Washington, and in various European 
cities. For more information about Zipcar 
and its membership terms, call (617) 
491-9900 or go to the Web site at 


www.zipcar.com. 


Boston is also served by the SPM weekly 
feeder ship from Halifax and by Colum- 
bia Coastal Transport, which provides 
the port with barges twice a week from 


New York. 
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MEETING CALENDAR 


) ) , , officials, educators, planners, law enforce- 
The public is welcome to attend the following transportation-related meetings this month. ; ; 
ment officers, traffic engineers, and pub- 


AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON lic health and bicycle advocates. 


Wednesday, August 2 The Executive Office of Transportation 


Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 10:00 A.M. 
Committee Work Session on 
the Transportation Plan 


CTPS Conference Room 


Second Floor 


Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 


Thursday, August 10 
Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 10:00 A.M. 


Committee 


CTPS Conference Room 


Second Floor 


Thursday, August 17 


and Construction and the Governor’s 
Highway Safety Bureau are providing 
much of the funding for the conference. 


1:00 pM. It will be held on Wednesday, September 


Committee Work Session on The RIDE Subcommittee 1:00 P.M. 27, from 8:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the 
the Unified Planning Work of AACT Heenan ; 
Program (UPWP) CnercelR come ws oliday Inn in Worcester (registration 
cls Conference Room Second Floor desk opens at 7:30 A.M.). The $25 regis- 
CeO Ot Fixed Route Access Sub- 1:30 PM. 

Tine ee pen T: Con tration fee includes continental breakfast, 
Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 10:00 A.M. ceptual Designs for Charles/ lunch, all sessions, and materials. For fur- 
Committee Work Session on MGH Station ee derail Bays Road 
the Transportation Improve- Conference Room 4 i Naa FRCMRHN OnLy CUTmmA hacks 
ment Program Second Floor Program, (413) 545-3149; fax (413) 545- 

Le < oullerinee Room 9569; spalluz@ecs.umass.edu. 
Access Advisory Committee 1:30 P.M. 
to the MBTA (AACT) 
Conference Rooms 2 & 3 
Second Floor TRANSREPORT 
AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS ee csarcas THE CENTRAL TRANSPORTATION 
LANNING OTAFF 

Tuesday, August 1 Tuesday, August 15 Editors Copyediting 
Boston MPO Local TIP 2:00 P.M. Access Boston 2000-2010 6:00 P.M. Mary Ellen Sullivan Leland N. Morrison 
Subcommittee r Workshop: Public Transpor- Scott Hamwey Gantebitats 

Dh Aer aera eos Boston Public Library Graphics Brian Clark 
Newton Mezzanine Conference Room Carol Gautreau Bent Cathy Buckley Lewis 
866 Boylston Street Kenneth A. Dumas Terry Regan 
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TRANSRepoRT Is available in accessible for- 
mats to people with disabilities. Contact the 
Central Transportation Planning Staff Certifica- 


Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. 
Additional transportation meetings open to the public are listed on the Boston MPO Web 
site, at www.ctps.org/bostonmpo/involved/meetings. 


tion Activities Group at (617) 973-7119 (voice), 
(617) 973-7089 (TTY), (617) 973-8855 (fax), or 
publicinformation@ctps.org (e-mail). 
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